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	Chief Executives Office

Buckinghamshire Primary Care Trust

3rd Floor, Rapid House
40 Oxford Road 
High Wycombe 
Buckinghamshire 

HP11 2EE
Direct tel: 01494 552251



Tony Baldry MP

House of Commons

London 

SW1A 0AA

2nd June 2011

Dear Tony

Bicester Community Hospital

Thank you for sending me a copy of your letter to Andrea Young about Bicester.  I thought it might be helpful to set out the current position.

I appreciate your concern given the extended periods to date for this scheme but I can confirm that the Pre Qualifying Questionnaires will be issued on 20th June.

The delay has been caused by 2 factors; the adoption nationally of financial rules which place externally funded schemes on the public balance sheet, and the requirement for any capital expenditure within PCT’s to have SHA and DH approval.  This is very new and represents concerns for the future about PCT commitments to estate developments that may then be inherited by other bodies as successor holders of PCT NHS estates. 

The PCT is currently seeking the approval of South Central Strategic Health Authority to proceed with the two Community Hospital schemes. The PCT Board considered and approved Business Case at its March 2011 meeting and has since been responding to requests for supplementary information from the SHA. 

It is currently the intention of the SHA that the Business Case for the new Community Hospital in Bicester and Henley will be considered at its July Board.

I can assure you that the SHA is fully engaged with the PCT to ensure that the Business Case is complete to allow for consideration at that Board meeting.

If it were helpful to you I would be very happy to discuss the scheme and progress, of course we also have the commitment of the locality GP commissioners to the scheme which is important.

Yours sincerely
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Sonia Mills

Cluster Chief Executive
Copy: Andrea Young
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