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I am writing in relation to the clearance of the Digital Dividend radio spectrum, which now constitutes TV channels 31-37 and 61-69. The June Budget referred to the latter of these in terms of upcoming Government asset sales, but I saw no mention of compensation payable to churches, cathedrals theatres and other entertainment companies to replace audio equipment which will be rendered redundant as a consequence. 

There is concern about this issue on both sides of the House of Commons, and the Church of England is part of an industry-led campaign to press the Government for a package that leaves those affected no worse off. Whilst one would presume that to be the essence of compensation, can I provide churches with more definitive reassurance that they will not be financially penalised by this policy? I hope you agree that churches’ funds would be put to better use elsewhere and that the disruption already caused should not be compounded.

Whilst I am aware that the Department for Business, Innovation and Skills is leading on this issue, I am taking up this matter with you directly because I understand that the spending decision will need Treasury approval. 

In terms of specific details, I would welcome your position on whether compensation should be payable for those channels outside TV 69 where longer notice was provided but they had nowhere else to go. Also, may I formally request that any such compensation takes into account the full cost of replacing existing equipment with their closest like-for-like alternatives? This would inevitably cost a small fraction of the auction revenues.   

Tony Baldry MP

Second Church Estates Commissioner 

cc. Rt. Hon. Vince Cable MP         
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