Rt. Hon. Chris Huhne, MP

Secretary of State

Department for Energy and Climate Change

Nobel House

17 Smith Square

London SW1P 3JR

1 June 2010

The Coalition’s Programme for Government states that the Coalition “. . .will introduce measures to promote a huge increase in Energy from Waste through Anaerobic Digestion”. 

I would be interested to know how the Government intend to achieve this objective. 

I would suggest that if you are to have any hope of achieving this objective, the Government is going to need to introduce planning guidance which gives clear priority to Energy from Waste through Anaerobic Digestion over other types of waste disposal, and that the Department  of Communities and Local Government encourage Local Authorities to place contracts for waste disposal with providers of systems of Energy from Waste through Anaerobic Digestion. 

In seeking to meet the requirements of the EU Landfill Directive by 2013, Oxfordshire County Council went out to tender for commercial waste disposal systems to deal with the county’s excess waste which would otherwise go to landfill. 

The only commercial solution that was forthcoming was incineration.  

That planning application was turned down, not immediately on the basis of the technology offered, but on the grounds that the volume and mass of the incineration plant would be unsuitable for the rural area in which it was proposed siting it.  However, unless Ministers give clear guidance through the planning system to the Local Authorities and the Planning Inspectorate, it will be extremely difficult for the Local Authorities and the Inspectorate to give priority to Energy from Waste schemes through Anaerobic Digestion as opposed to other methods of waste disposal such as incineration and unless a priority is given to Energy from Waste through Anaerobic Digestion through the planning system, there is little incentive for potential commercial operators of Anaerobic Digestion systems to come forward with commercial proposals for such systems. 

This is not an objective that can be achieved through wishing for it or through exhortation.  I would suggest that it will only be achieved if the Government give such systems clear priority through the planning system. 

As this is a clear priority in the Energy and Climate Change part of the Coalition’s Programme for Government, it is reasonable to assume that the Government do want to give Energy from Waste through Anaerobic Digestion priority over other waste disposal systems and so I very much hope that the Government will feel able to will the means through the planning system and through guidance to Local Authorities on procurement of waste systems if this is the objective that they wish to achieve. 

I am copying this letter to Bob Neill, the Planning Minister in the Department for Communities and Local Government.

Tony Baldry 

