The Secretary of State for Transport

c/o The Transport & Works Act Audit Unit,

Department for Transport,

Zone 1/31, Great Minster House,

76 Marsham Street,

London SW1P  4DR

8th June 2010

Marylebone-Bicester-Oxford Project


I am writing concerning the Chiltern Railways (Bicester to Oxford Improvements) Order.  I represent Bicester and many of the villages surrounding Bicester. 


Bicester is by the Government’s own estimates the fastest growing town in England. 


However, jobs and job provision in Bicester has never kept pace with the new house-building that there has been in the area over the last 30 years.   Estimates vary but some 60-70% of those living in Bicester who are employed go out of the town for their work.  Many of them go to work in Oxford.


Notwithstanding the comparatively short distance between Oxford and Bicester the present rail connection is absolutely abysmal.  It is effectively a single track branch line which has the most skeletal service permissible.  As a consequence the vast majority of my constituents who work in Oxford are obliged either to travel there by car or by bus, both of which of course contribute to more CO2 emissions and increased traffic congestion in and around Oxford.


Bicester is set to continue to grow in housing numbers in the coming years, together with an eco-town project where we are wishing to be able to demonstrate that it is possible to have sustainable communities without complete reliance on the motorcar.    


What Chiltern Railways are seeking to achieve without recourse to public funds.   This will be the first substantial new rail improvement for some very considerable time.  Obviously the Members of Parliament for Oxford can speak for themselves as to the improvements that an alternative route to London will bring travellers from Oxford, but so far as my constituents are concerned, this is a “no brainer” as this new infrastructure and investment will bring very considerable benefits to Bicester and to my constituents.


It is also to be hoped that in due course it will help accelerate the completion of the East-West Rail Link to Milton Keynes and beyond.    As I very much hope that the Secretary of State will use his powers granted to him by the Transport Act 1992 to allow this new railway infrastructure to be built.

Tony Baldry 

